PLANTAGENET
to arbitrate, but his effort was thrust aside before the autumn,
and by that time Philip Augustus had sat down to besiege
Chateau Gaillard and to begin the reduction of Normandy. It
was during the ensuing winter that young Arthur was probably
murdered by John, who had him in his power. We have no
proof of the murder, but the arguments in favour of its having
happened are very strong. John was unscrupulous, but above
all a man of fury—and he was a very good soldier. When he
felt that he had his back to the wall he would do anything. In
March 1204 Chateau Gaillard surrendered, and shortly after-
wards all Normandy was overrun. From that moment all the
Angevin possessions on the Continent, save those in the South,
in the Garonne valley, were lost.
Fiscal Effect of this. The main effect of the loss of the
French possessions was fiscal. The difficulty worked both ways.
The more John needed revenue to defend his declining heritage,
the more shrunken were the taxable areas remaining to him to
provide that revenue. The consequence was that he had to
raise every penny he could from his remaining territory, which
soon meant, in practice, England only, for Gascony was far off.
Therefore the higher feudal nobles of England who were
directly affected, including the great ecclesiastics, the bishops
and archbishops, had laid upon them a burden which they could
not bear. It was from this source that there followed the two
memorable events of the reign—(i) the introduction of repre-
sentation for purposes of national taxation, and (2) the issue of
the Great Charter (Magna Carta),
Representation. When first the need for money became
acute, in 1204, after the attack of Philip Augustus had developed,
John sought for an exceptional and voluntary grant of money from
his tenants, over and above the regular feudal revenue which was
his as feudal overlord of all the land of England, its forests, etc.
He asked them for a tax on their goods, apart from land.
This led to the 'grants' in supplement to feudal revenues.
Later, in 1213, he summoned representatives from his estates.
Parliaments, the councils in which representatives from the
mass of the freeholders met the clergy and the nobles in order
to discuss exceptional grants of aid to the monarch, had arisen
long before in the Pyrenees; indeed, they had appeared for
nearly two centuries in those southern districts. The idea of the
thing came late to England, but we must always remember that

